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The legacy of socialism? 
I think humiliation and indifference. You are standing in front of a committee 
deciding about you.

If you believe someone else will solve your problems, you expect certainty, as 
if it is free. However, only gifts are free. Knowledge and activity are tools for 
developing certainty; they cannot be given.

How can you strive for something you do not believe in? In order to believe or 
not to believe in something, you have to understand it in some way - or these 
do not matter and you do it automatically. You have your agenda and whatever 
it is you strive for has its own agenda. Or there is no agenda at all. Only habit. 
Emptiness.

“Normalization” was an ideological program of social and political integration in 
Czechoslovakia following 1968. I view it as therapy, a cure for the symptoms 
of freedom and democracy. Totalitarian in nature, the national consensus was 
implemented through policing and domestic motivational campaigns. Slogans 
and mass festivals were bits and pieces of a stage set, behind which extensive 
material struggles and fights for partial advantages took place.

The generation before us has paid too much attention to being normal. What 
does that mean? Is the normality a state that we should pursue?
My generation was not directly brainwashed by a political ideology. We do not 
share collective mistakes or “forced” failures. 

This may be why I can be so persistent in dealing with archives. The absence of 
insurmountable obstacles allows me to see the situation more clearly. I have no 
excuses.

Socialism introduced indifference as our key characteristic. My research con-
vinced me that I come from a social context based on lies, excuses, and slander. 
This is still true today.

For some reason, in a small town environment, the absurdity of the power-game 
appears very clearly, for people there do not hold any real power – all they have 
is a function, a role to play. They make no meaningful decisions about society; 
they only pose a threat to their staff.



Today, we wear our shiny western faces, proud that we are progressive, but to 
me, this is normalization still. The brainwashing has prepared us well to take on 
whatever comes next. 

Imagine you have been living in a space – both physical and mental – which 
was delineated for you by some committee, and all of a sudden you discover 
that this space – both physical and mental – has turned out to be substantially 
larger.

Revolution is like a storm coming over the pond. Mud protrudes out, takes a 
breath of fresh air and quickly settles back down again.

“How could the revolution of 1989 happen? There was a political organization, a 
million and a half men strong, managed on democratic centralism principles, its 
leading role being anchored in the constitution. This organization (the Czecho-
slovak Communist Party) fully controlled political, social and economic life in the 
country, as the sovereign of legislation, power, safety and military mechanisms 
of the state. There was no opposition in the country that could offer a political 
alternative. There was no open political power struggle and no illegal guerilla 
organization. In short, all fundamental attributes known from history to enable 
a revolution were missing.”
Alojz Lorenc – Head of the State Secret Police 1985-1989

“Please, we need no emotions here! Maximum discipline shall demonstrate your 
good intentions with this state. (applause)
Insofar, we only learned to listen, please, listen to me for just a moment longer. 
I am terribly glad that we have finally straightened our backs. We did not 
want this general strike to take place in the canteen where you could sit down 
comfortably. Others can sit there. We shall be standing out here with our backs 
straightened defending our demands.” (applause)
Ing. Zdeněk Červenka – moderator of a protest demonstration in Chemko, 
Strážske upon the November 27th, 1989 general strike at 12 a.m.
Person of identical name is listed as an agent in the archives of the State Secret 
Police (ŠTB).

Since 1989, most changes have occurred at the material level:  New facades, 
new cobblestones, new sports stadiums. But a community is made by peo-
ple, by their shared interests and the ways they decide to coordinate them. If 
facades continue to be the primary subject of our shared interest, what can we 
expect?
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